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remember in this connection that Henry himself
had long been suffering from venereal disease.
At any rate, a miscarriage she had, and what
with his disappointment and his increasing
loathing, Henry was determined to be rid of her.
His character had deteriorated rapidly; moreover
he was superstitious, and seems to have got it
into his head that she had bewitched him. An
indictment was framed against her, the validity
of which I will discuss in a moment. She was
accused of adultery with various people, including
a couple of gentlemen about the court, one of
the royal musicians, of lower birth, and even
with her own brother.
Thomas Cromwell, then all-powerful, master
of things spiritual and temporal in England, as
the King's viceregent over his new schismatic
church, and the King's lieutenant in civil affairs
was as determined as Henry upon her death,
for it would get rid of a rival. Henry had already
determined who should succeed her, a certain
Jane Seymour, daughter of a small landed
gentleman in Wiltshire, whose sons were
employed at court, while Jane herself was, as
Anne had been, about the Court as a maid of
honour.
Henry and Cromwell used Cranmer to ruin
Anne, by frightening and threatening her after